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of the Zend-Avesta "by Burnouf, Brockhaus, Spiegel,
Westergaard, Darmesteter, Mills, and Geldner.1 Yet
there still remains much to be done. Dr. Haug, who
spent some years with the Parsis of Bombay, was
the first to point out that the text of the Zend-Avesta,
as we have it, comprises fragments of very different
antiquity, and that the most ancient only, the so-
called Gathas,2 may be ascribed to Zarathu.?tra. ' This
portion,' he writes in a lecture delivered at Poona
in 1861, 'compared with the whole bulk of the Zend
fragments is very small; but by the difference of
dialect it is easily recognised. The most important
pieces written in this peculiar dialect are called
Gathas or songs, arranged in five small collections ;
they have different metres, which mostly agree with
those of the Veda; their language is very near to
the Vedic dialect.5 8

Was Zoroaster a Historical Character?

But even to ascribe to Zarathustra the authorship
of the Gathas is very doubtful so long as it has not
been proved who Zarathustra was, and at what time
he lived. In the A vesta, Zarathustra appears as a
mythological personage,4 fighting against the powers

1  G-eldner's edition of the Avesta is still in pro^reaB, and promises to
be fin;il, unless new MSS. should be discovered, which IB not, likely.

2  These have been translated and commented by Dr. Milla in tho
31st volume of the Sacred Jlooks of the East,

3  The derivation of the name of Zaratlm.vtra from tho Vcdic word
^aradashtfi, as proposed by Dr. Haug, is not possible. See on the auttiu
subject J. H. C. Kern, Over liet woord Zaralhustra en den mytJiinehen
persoon von dien naam; Amsterdam, 1867.

4  Darmesteter, Sacred Books of the JSast, iv. p. Ixxvii; and Kern,
Over het woord Zarathwtra,.